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Rodent of Unusual Size  

He’s big and blogs, but yes, he also bites 
By LINDA LOMBARDI The Associated Press 

Sat. Feb 6 - 4:54 AM 

 

It’s one thing to get a goldfish because your 

daughter begs for one. It’s quite another to end up 

with a 45-kilogram rodent who has more than 2,700 

Twitter followers. 

Caplin Rous is a capybara. Related to the guinea 

pig, the capybara is the largest species of rodent. 

Though they’re native to South America, Caplin was 

born in Texas and lives in the town of Buda with 

Melanie Typaldos, who never expected this animal to

take over her life quite the way he has. 

Typaldos says it all started on a trip to Venezuela, 

when her daughter Coral got to hold a young 

capybara and "fell in love." 

"After we got back, she pretty relentlessly pestered 

me about getting one for a pet," Typaldos says. 

"Since Coral lived in an apartment and was planning 

on spending a year in Asia, she couldn’t have a pet 

capybara herself so, she felt, it was up to me to fulfil 

her capybara vision." 

Even capybaras that are bred in captivity like Caplin 

are not domesticated animals, so early handling and contact is critical for them to be 

comfortable living with people. Typaldos got Caplin when he was only 11 days old, and 

took him to work every day for the first three months. Then, "someone complained there 

was a furry, pig-like animal in the building," and she took a month of vacation and stayed 

home with him. 

Caplin Rous is now 2 1/2. The second part of his name, which Typaldos pronounces like 

"rose," stands for Rodent of Unusual Size (a reference to the movie The Princess Bride). 

He’s also a rodent of unusual abilities. He can walk on a leash and even do some tricks, 

but Typaldos says it’s important not to exaggerate any similarity to a dog doing tricks. 

"Dogs have thousands of years of being trained to be subservient to people," she says. 

"A capybara will not do a trick just to make me happy. The quality of the trick is very 

dependent on the quality of the treat." 

Most people who keep capybaras keep them as farm animals, like a sheep or goat, but 

Caplin basically lives indoors with Typaldos (he eliminates in a pan of water in her 

bathroom). Outdoor space is necessary as well for grazing and swimming in his pool; in 

the wild, capybaras are semi-aquatic, diving into rivers to escape predators. Somewhat 

ponderous on land, capybaras are surprisingly graceful in the water. 

"On land he’s not very active," she says. "When he’s in the water he’s like another animal.

That’s where he’s really the happiest." 

There’s no way of knowing how many private individuals own capybaras, but Justin 

Damesta, a breeder in Alvin, Texas, says that he sells five to 10 of them a year as pets. 

Damesta recommends that a pet capybara be raised indoors for the first few months and 

then kept outdoors with sturdy fencing, a heated shelter and a pool. Potential buyers who 

 

Caplin, a pet capybara, Hydrochoerus 

Hydrochaeris, is a semi-aquatic rodent 

of South America. It weighs about 45 

kilograms, or 100 pounds, and is about 

60 centimetres (2 feet) tall at the 

shoulder. (Courtesy Melanie Typaldpos) 
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contact him are usually fairly well informed, but, he says, "I have and will turn down people

I don’t consider qualified or capable." 

Some other pet capybaras also can be followed on the Internet, such as Dobby in Seattle.

But Typaldos is probably unique in the way she has made the capybara her mission: She 

spends a couple of hours a day updating Caplin’s Internet presence on a blog and social 

networking sites. 

When asked how much time it takes to care for a capybara, she says, "I spend all my time

with him, but that’s a matter of choice." 

Caplin’s web activities are partly fun — such as interactive games of Rodent Jeopardy — 

with a serious educational purpose, too. "When I was thinking of getting him, there was 

nothing on the web about getting a pet capybara," says Typaldos. "That was a large 

impetus for the blog. They’re not the right pet for most people." 

Typaldos has a background in biology, and also keeps horses and reptiles. Her property 

is big enough that Caplin can graze and swim, and she lives in a climate appropriate for a 

tropical animal. 

On her blog, she’s honest about the problems in caring for a capybara. When people ask 

her about getting one, she tells them first to read her whole blog, including the entries 

about when he has bitten her. 

But Typaldos also sees Caplin as an ambassador of sorts. 

"People don’t like rodents," she says, but many rodents make good pets. Her kids had pet

rats when they were young. "If someone says something bad about rats, on the blog or 

Facebook, WHO’ll always step in and say something." 

Caplin Rous’: gianthamster.com/ 

Justin Damesta’s:  

www.kapiyvaexotics.com/ 

Dobby’s blog:  

hippopotatomus.blogspot.com/ 

 

 
RECOMMEND THIS STORY?

 
   4 votes

 

1. Strain getting to Goucher (109 votes) 

2. Williams, Bernardo were college 'pals'  (107 votes) 

3. Shutting down the shop (105 votes) 

4. Accused colonel ’s home searched (66 votes) 

5. Melvin arrested in Dartmouth baseball bat attack (54 votes) 

6. Billy Joe will be 'honourable' again (51 votes) 

7. Closing of Valley meat processing plant leaves 28 jobless (45 

votes) 

8. Police warn of sexual predator (42 votes) 

9. From Cashville, N.S., to Gnashville, Tenn. (39 votes) 

10. Yarmouth woman charged in prescription pad theft, forgeries 

(35 votes) 

 

NEWS 

-Front Page 

-Metro 

-Nova Scotia 

-Canada  

-World 

-Business 

-Sports 

-Arts & Life 

-Travel 

-Books 

-Religion 

-Science 

-The Nova Scotian 

COMMUNITY 

-Community News 

-NS Communities 

OPINIONS 

-Editorials 

-Columnists 

-News Columns 

-Business Columns 

-Sports Columns 

-Arts & Life Columns 

-Community Blogs 

-Community Reviews 

-Posting Up Blog 

-MacKinnon Cartoon 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

-Obituaries 

-Births 

-Cards 

-InMemoriams 

-Milestones 

-Contact us to place 

 an Announcement 

MULTIMEDIA 

-Photos 

-Videos 

-Community Photos 

JOBSPRESS 

-JobsPress 

-News & Resources 

-Advertising 

-Post a Job 

WHEELSPRESS 

-WheelsPress 

-Search 

-Sell Your Vehicle 

-Dealers 

-Advertising 

NEWSPAPER 

-Today's E-Paper 

-Classifieds 

-Place a Classified Ad 

-Subscribe 

-NiE 

-Professional Directory 

-South Shore Calendar 

ABOUT THE HERALD 

-About Us 

-Contact Us 

-Work @ The Herald 

-F.A.Q 

-Library Services 

-Privacy Policy 

-Terms of Use 

ADVERTISING 

-Web Advertising 

-Sales Executives 

-Media Kits, Rates, Etc. 

-Place a Classified Ad 
-Pay Your Account  

CLIENTS 

-Print Upload 

-Web Upload 

-Real Estate Portal 

-Media Kits, Rates, Etc. 

FUN & GAMES 

-Lotteries 

-Sudoku 

-Crossword 

-Comics 

-Contests 

CHARITIES 

-Chronicle Herald Charities 

-Bill Lynch Memorial Fund 

-Rainbow Haven Opportunities Fund 

-The Goodfellows' Club 

USEFUL INFORMATION 

-E-Flyers 

-Eye on Nova Scotia 

-N.S. Highway Cams 

-Horoscope 

-Lotteries 

-Tides 

-Weather 

-Movie Times 

-What's Happening 

-Mayflower TV Guide 

-Herald Archive 

-Bookmark us 
-Make This Your Homepage  

© 2009 The Halifax Herald Limited BACK TO TOP

http://www.kapiyvaexotics.com/
http://thechronicleherald.ca/News/1167106.html
http://thechronicleherald.ca/Front/9015223.html
http://thechronicleherald.ca/NovaScotia/1167237.html
http://thechronicleherald.ca/Canada/1167235.html
http://thechronicleherald.ca/Metro/1167088.html
http://thechronicleherald.ca/Front/1167214.html
http://thechronicleherald.ca/NovaScotia/1167212.html
http://thechronicleherald.ca/Metro/1167130.html
http://thechronicleherald.ca/Opinion/1167203.html
http://thechronicleherald.ca/NovaScotia/1167105.html
http://thechronicleherald.ca/
http://thechronicleherald.ca/Metro
http://thechronicleherald.ca/NovaScotia
http://thechronicleherald.ca/Canada
http://thechronicleherald.ca/World
http://thechronicleherald.ca/Business
http://thechronicleherald.ca/Sports
http://thechronicleherald.ca/ArtsLife
http://thechronicleherald.ca/Travel
http://thechronicleherald.ca/Books
http://thechronicleherald.ca/Religion
http://thechronicleherald.ca/Science
http://thechronicleherald.ca/TheNovaScotian
http://communityherald.ca/
http://communityherald.ca/communities.php
http://thechronicleherald.ca/Editorials
http://thechronicleherald.ca/Columnists
http://thechronicleherald.ca/columns/news.html
http://thechronicleherald.ca/columns/business.html
http://thechronicleherald.ca/columns/sports.html
http://thechronicleherald.ca/columns/artslife.html
http://communityherald.ca/bl.php
http://communityherald.ca/reviews.php
http://thechronicleherald.ca/forum/list/18
javascript:popup('http://thechronicleherald.ca/toon.php','Cartoon',640,630)
http://jobspress.com/announcements
http://jobspress.com/announcements
http://jobspress.com/announcements
http://jobspress.com/announcements
http://jobspress.com/announcements
http://thechronicleherald.ca/services/contactus.html
javascript:popup('http://thechronicleherald.ca/includes/top_slideshow.php','Photos',830,790)
javascript:popup('http://thechronicleherald.ca/includes/video1.php','Photos',800,650)
http://communityherald.ca/galleries.php
http://jobspress.com/
http://jobspress.com/newsresources.html
http://jobspress.com/advertising.html
http://jobspress.com/externaledit/index.html
http://wheelspress.ca/
http://www.wheelspress.com/en/AdvancedSearch.aspx
http://www.wheelspress.com/en/Sell.aspx
http://www.wheelspress.com/en/list-a.aspx
http://www.wheelspress.com/en/Advertise.aspx
http://thechronicleherald.ca/ArtsLife/1166162.html#
http://jobspress.com/classifieds
http://thechronicleherald.ca/forms/submit_classified.html
http://thechronicleherald.ca/services/circulation.html
http://thechronicleherald.ca/services/nieord.html
http://thechronicleherald.ca/pdfs/professionaldirectory.pdf
http://thechronicleherald.ca/sscalendar.html
http://thechronicleherald.ca/services/aboutus.html
http://thechronicleherald.ca/services/contactus.html
http://thechronicleherald.ca/careers/
http://thechronicleherald.ca/services/faq.html
http://thechronicleherald.ca/library
http://thechronicleherald.ca/services/privacypolicy.html
http://thechronicleherald.ca/services/termsofuse.html
http://thechronicleherald.ca/services/webadvert.html
http://thechronicleherald.ca/services/advertising.html
http://thechronicleherald.ca/services/mediakits.html
http://thechronicleherald.ca/forms/submit_classified.html
javascript:popup("https://secure.skipjack.com/transactive/d_payment/heraldweb/SecurePayment.aspx","PayOnline",500,680)
http://ftp.herald.ca/
http://thechronicleherald.ca/forms/client_upload_form.html
http://thechronicleherald.ca/realestateportal/
http://thechronicleherald.ca/services/mediakits.html
http://www.alc.ca/English/index.shtml
javascript:pop_gam_up('http://thechronicleherald.ca/games/suy.html','Sudoku',710,640)
javascript:pop_gam_up('http://thechronicleherald.ca/games/cuy.html','Crossword',710,640)
http://www.unitedmedia.com/comics/
http://thechronicleherald.ca/contest/
http://thechronicleherald.ca/charities/
http://thechronicleherald.ca/charities/billlynch.html
http://thechronicleherald.ca/charities/rainbowhaven.html
http://thechronicleherald.ca/charities/goodfellows.html
http://thechronicleherald.ca/flyers/
javascript:popup('/hicamm_0.html','Cams',775,390)
http://www.gov.ns.ca/tran/cameras/camera.asp
http://thechronicleherald.ca/ArtsLife/1167157.html
http://www.alc.ca/English/index.shtml
http://www.lau.chs-shc.gc.ca/cgi-bin/tide-shc.cgi?queryType=showRegion&language=english&region=5
http://www.weatheroffice.ec.gc.ca/city/pages/ns-19_metric_e.html
http://thechronicleherald.ca/whatshappening/movietimes.html
http://thechronicleherald.ca/whatshappening/
http://affiliate.zap2it.com/tvlistings/ZCGrid.do?aid=chronher
http://thechronicleherald.ca/cedrom_archives/
javascript:addToFavorites()
http://thechronicleherald.ca/ArtsLife/1166162.html#

